
Seven Years Later: 
The Impact of California’s Substance Abuse 
& Crime Prevention Act of 2000 (”Prop. 36”)
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The Problem: Widespread Prison Overcrowding... and Rising!

Number of persons imprisoned by the 
California Department of Corrections 

for drug offenses
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The Solution: Community Treatment instead of Incarceration

Substance Abuse & Crime Prevention Act of 2000

Support for Prop. 36 increased 
since 2000. Four years later, 
the Field survey reported that 
73 percent of likely voters in 
California would approve the 
proposition.

The Results: Prop. 36 Improves Lives and Saves Tax Dollars

www.Prop36.orgwww.drugpolicy.org

Prop. 36 Cost-Benefit Analysis by the 
University of California Los Angeles 
(2006)

Massive Financial Savings:
   •  $173.3 million saved in first year 
   •  $800+ million saved over 5 years
   •  $500 million saved by avoiding 
    new prison construction

    •  ~$1.5 billion total SAVED!

PROP. 36 SAVES LIVES

DIVERSION WORKS

California's Prop. 36 diverts people convicted of simple, nonviolent drug-
possession offenses from incarceration to probation with drug treatment.


